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2. Water Utility ‘Big Data’ Round Tables – Brisbane 28 June

3. Fluoridation Information Now More Accessible via Queensland Health

4. New Coal Seam Gas Workshop and Courses
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Post Election Announcements Affecting Water and Sewerage Edition 4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
(a) Final list of key departments, Ministers, Directors General, Acts administered following recent administrative arrangements order:

Energy and Water Supply
Minister: Mark McArdle

Director General: Jon Black

W&S Acts administered: Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008, South-East Queensland Water (Distribution and Retail Restructuring) Act 2009, South-East Queensland Water (Restructuring) Act 2007 (part), Water Act 2000 (part)

Environment and Heritage Protection
Minister: Andrew Powell 

Director General: Andrew Chesterman

W&S Acts administered: Environmental Protection Act 1994, Water Act 2000 (part)

Natural Resources and Mines
Minister: Andrew Cripps 

Director General: Dan Hunt

W&S Acts administered: Water Act 2000 (majority)

Queensland Health
Minister: Lawrence Springborg

Director General: Tony O’Connell

W&S Acts administered: Water Fluoridation Act 2008, Public Health Act 2005
Housing and Public Works
Minister: Bruce Flegg 

Director General: Natalie McDonald

W&S Acts administered: Plumbing and Drainage Act 2002

Local Government
Minister: David Crisafulli 

Director General: Neil Castles

Key Acts administered: Local Government Act 2009

State Development, Infrastructure and Planning 
Minister: Jeff Seeney 

Director General: David Edwards; Coordinator General: Barry Broe

Key responsibility: Fluoridation and other infrastructure funding

The full administrative arrangements order is available on our website: http://www.qldwater.com.au/legislation_policy 

(b) There have been few other announcements pertaining to water and sewerage since the last e-flash on the subject.  There was some press around SEQ water prices last week with a number of outlets reporting that the new government is finding some difficulty meeting its pre-election pledge to reduce average annual water bills by $80.  While there are a number of reported factors including an underestimation of the overall debt, lower than expected consumption is being named as a key factor. [SOURCE]

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   Water Utility ‘Big Data’ Round tables – Brisbane 28 June

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Three-hour Round Table meetings are being facilitated around Australia on the concept of ‘Big Data’, which includes issues ranging from smart meters to cloud computing, in water utilities. The aim is to discuss what can learned from the electricity sector and from overseas water businesses.  

A visit from the CEO of Global Water (Arizona) is the catalyst as this organisation represents an impressive ‘Big Data’ case study. Integration of data management and automatic meter reading resulted in revenue increases of 10%, cost-to-serve decreasing by 40% and average home consumption reductions of 30%. Further, these advantages were gained through operational expenditure rather than as capital from the balance sheet.

The target audience is senior managers from water service providers with an interest in data integration, smart meters or new billing systems. A maximum of 20 people will be admitted to each session and the aim is for the sessions to recover costs with any incidental profits donated to WaterAid.  

For more information and to register, go to http://bigdatawaterutilityroundtable.eventbrite.com.au/. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.   Fluoridation Information Now More Accessible via Queensland Health

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Queensland Health has updated their web site on fluoridation (http://www.health.qld.gov.au/ph/ehu/water_quality.asp)

which now includes links to all relevant legislation and to the regulatory forms (that were previously available only through the Code of Practice. 

This page along with other useful links and qldwater documents on fluoridation can be accessed from the qldwater website at http://www.qldwater.com.au/fluOridation.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4.   New Coal Seam Gas Workshop and Courses, various locations
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
AWA and the National Centre for Groundwater Studies and Training (NCGRT) are presenting two opportunities to further your knowledge in the area of coal seam gas (CSG):

1. Three-hour Workshop and Panel Discussion: Learn and engage with Australian and International experts. Some of the leading thinkers on CSG will share their knowledge and take questions from the floor. Presenters include Prof William Fisher, University of Texas, Prof Craig Simmons, NCGRT and Prof Peter Flood, previously University of New England. Light refreshments included. Sydney, Melbourne & Brisbane from 24 July. View more information and register here
One-day Short Course: An intensive full day course designed to give delegates a comprehensive overview of the fundamentals of CSG extraction, the hydrogeological processes, how modelling can be used to manage risk and uncertainty, plus community and NRM issues, government policy and the future of CSG in Australia. Brisbane and Sydney, 21 & 22 August. View more information and register here 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.
To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
